SILVER CARP

THE INFAMOUS "FLYING FISH" OF
THE MISSOURI RIVER

A Silver Carp on its side.

WHERE THEY LIVE

Silver Carp arrived by accident and have spread
through medium to large rivers across the
Missouri River Basin, including the Meramec
River. They favor slow-moving or still water,
except when spawning, when they head for
fast, turbulent water instead.

REPRODUCTION

Male Silver Carp reach sexual maturity around
age two; females around age three. A large,
healthy female can lay around five million eggs
a year. Like other invasive carp, they spawn
during flooding, and their eggs drift with the
current for about two days before hatching.

Missouri
River
Relief

QUICK FACTS

Length: 25 to 33 inches

Weight: 3 to 12 pounds, though Missouri
specimens over 25 pounds have been caught
Lifespan: up to 20 years

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Silver Carp start out silver and slowly turn
greenish along the back as they age, though the
belly stays silver. Small, fine scales make them
easy to spot. Their eyes sit low on the head, in
line with the mouth, and point slightly down,
while the mouth points up.

Look for the keel, the ridge running along the
belly: on a Silver Carp it runs from the anal fin
all the way to the head (compare that to the
Bighead Carp, whose keel only reaches the
pelvic fins). The front of their gills also look
almost sponge-like, since the gill rakers are
fused together.

WHAT'S ON THE MENU

Plankton. Silver Carp are filter feeders,
constantly straining water through their
mouths to catch it.
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REASONS FOR INVASIVE STATUS

SilveSilver Carp are native to eastern Asia and arrived in the U.S. in 1973, brought in to help control
excess plankton in fish hatcheries and other facilities like sewage treatment plants. They didn't stay put
- they escaped into free-flowing rivers, including the Missouri, and have thrived ever since.

Their success comes at a cost. Silver Carp compete directly with native fish like Paddlefish and Gizzard
Shad for plankton, and since plankton anchors the base of the food chain, that competition can throw
off an entire ecosystem. Where Silver Carp move in, native species with similar feeding habits tend to
decline.

Silver Carp are also famous for something Bighead Carp don't do: when startled by boat motors or

paddles slapping the water, they leap up to ten feet into the air. It's a dramatic sight, but also a real
hazard for boaters.
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