
QUICK FACTS 

Length: 6 to 8 inches
Wingspan: 14 to 16 inches
Status: Endangered/Threatened

WHERE THEY LIVE

Piping Plovers nest along the Missouri River
from Nebraska through South Dakota, North
Dakota, and Montana, favoring sandbars,
reservoir shorelines, and alkali flats with open
space. They're also found along the Atlantic
Coast and around the Great Lakes.

REPRODUCTION

Piping Plovers build nests in shallow scrapes in
open, unvegetated sand. Breeding season runs
about four months, starting when pairs form
and ending when the birds migrate for winter.
A typical clutch is four eggs, incubated for 26 to
28 days. If a predator gets too close to the nest,
a parent will fake a broken wing to draw the
predator's attention away from the chicks - a
distraction display that puts the adult at risk to
protect its young.

The piping plover

DIET 

Insects and other small aquatic invertebrates.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

The Piping Plover is a small, short bird with
long legs, a pale brown-gray back, and a white
underside. Look for a black band around the
neck and another stretching between the eyes;
both the beak and legs are yellow.
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REASONS FOR ENDANGERED STATUS

Piping Plovers need large, open, sandy areas to nest, and people love those same areas for recreation
and development. Because Piping Plovers are easily spooked, they'll abandon a nest if they sense too
much disturbance nearby. As shorelines around the Great Lakes and the Missouri River have been
developed, the number of quiet, secluded nesting spots has shrunk dramatically, and fewer chicks are
hatching as a result.

Dams have changed things too. Before the Missouri River's flow was regulated, regular flooding
cleared vegetation off sandbars, creating fresh nesting habitat. With less flooding now, many sandbars
have grown over with vegetation instead. Agricultural practices that stabilize riverbanks compound
the issue, reducing the shallow water and sandy shoreline Piping Plovers need.

Of all the places Piping Plovers nest, the Great Lakes region is where they face the steepest odds,
caught between habitat loss and ongoing conflict with people.
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