
QUICK FACTS 

Peregrine falcons are the fastest animals on
the planet, reaching over 200 mph in a
hunting dive.
DDT wiped out the entire eastern U.S.
population by the mid-1960s.
Peregrines were removed from the federal
endangered species list in 1999 — the
fastest full recovery of any Missouri
species.
Missouri removed them from its own state
endangered list in 2021, while still tracking
them as a species of conservation concern.
With natural cliffs in short supply,
peregrines have taken to nesting on bridges
spanning the Missouri and Mississippi
Rivers instead.

GONE, THEN BACK

Peregrine falcons hunt by diving on other birds
from tremendous heights, reaching speeds over
200 miles an hour — nothing else on Earth
moves that fast under its own power. That
speed didn't save them from DDT. The
pesticide built up in the smaller birds
peregrines ate, thinned their eggshells, and
wiped out the entire peregrine population east
of the Mississippi River by the mid-1960s.

WHY THEY LIKE OUR BRIDGES

Peregrines naturally nest on high cliff ledges,
which Missouri doesn't have a lot of along its
rivers. So they improvised — bridges spanning
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers make a
solid stand-in for a cliff, and pairs have nested
on several of them, sometimes pausing bridge
inspection or maintenance work until the
chicks fledge.

It's a good bird to point out on a river trip: that
fast shape cutting across the sky over a bridge
might just be a species that, thirty years ago,
wasn't supposed to be there at all.

Peregrine Falcons in flight

THE FASTEST COMEBACK ON
THE LIST

DDT was banned in 1972, and a captive
breeding and release program went to work
rebuilding the population from there. It
worked faster and more completely than almost
any other recovery effort in the state:
peregrines came off the federal endangered
species list in 1999, and Missouri removed
them from its own state list in 2021 — the only
species in the state to be fully delisted. They're
still tracked as a species of conservation
concern, but the crisis point is behind them.
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