
WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Leaves: 2 to 5 inches long, growing in opposite
pairs, with five pointed lobes, toothed edges,
and a rough texture.
Flowers: bloom in mid-to-late summer. Male
flowers are small and greenish-yellow, standing
upright on the stem. Female flowers hang in
clusters covered in small overlapping scales.
Both have five petals.
Stem: covered in tiny downward-facing
prickles that help the vine climb and can also
irritate skin. The vines twist counter-clockwise
as they grow.

WHERE IT LIVES

Japanese Hops do best in sunny spots with moist
soil, and it isn't picky about soil type - sandy,
loamy, or clay all work. Riverbanks are prime real
estate for this plant, which is exactly why it's
found such a comfortable home along the
Missouri River. It also shows up in grasslands,
hayfields, and along roadsides.

HOW IT SPREADS

This is an annual vine - it dies back completely
with the first frost. Before that happens, each
plant scatters plenty of seeds, carried off by
wind, animals, water, vehicles, and equipment.
Those seeds sprout the following spring, and
the cycle starts again.

Japanese hops

Flowering Japanese hops

QUICK FACTS

Height: up to 35 feet in a single growing season
Growing season: early spring until first frost
Origin: China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan
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WHY IT'S A PROBLEM HERE

Japanese Hops arrived in the U.S. from Asia in the mid-to-late 1800s as an ornamental plant, and like a
lot of garden imports, it eventually escaped into the wild. Once established, it climbs over neighboring
plants and structures, or sprawls across open ground, forming a dense mat several feet deep. That mat
blocks sunlight and nutrients that native plants need, and a heavy tangle of vines can even pull down
small trees.

With how many seeds a single plant produces, a patch can take over fast. Japanese Hops is most
common in the eastern U.S., but it has a strong foothold along both the Mississippi and Missouri
Rivers.
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