BUSH
HONEYSUCKLE

AN ORNAMENTAL IMPORT THAT
TOOK OVER THE FOREST FLOOR

flowers
IDENTIFICATION:

There are two Bush Honeysuckle species
common here: Amur and Bella. Both produce
small, round berries that grow in pairs at the
base of the leaves. Unlike our native
honeysuckles, these have hollow stems and no
thorns. Beyond that, they part ways.

Amur Honeysuckle grows up to 20 feet tall,
with leaves 2 to 3 inches long, fuzzy
underneath, growing in opposite pairs, and
white-and-pink tubular flowers with thin
petals.

Bella Honeysuckle stays shorter, 6 to 15 feet tall,
with leaves 1 to 2.5 inches long, also fuzzy
underneath and paired opposite. Its flowers
start out pink and fade to yellow with age.
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WHERE IT LIVES

Bush Honeysuckle thrives in upland forests and
woodlands, but you'll also find it in fields, along
roadsides, and near marshes. It handles a range
of moisture levels, though it does best where
conditions stay fairly stable.

HOW IT SPREADS

Birds and other animals eat the berries, then
spread the seeds wherever they leave droppings
- a built-in fertilizer packet for the next
generation of honeysuckle.
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Bell's honeysuckle with pink flowers. Their
flowers are generally pink and turn yellow
with age.
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REASONS FOR INVASIVE STATUS

Bush Honeysuckle came from Asia in the 1800s as an ornamental plant, and it stayed popular in
gardens through the 1950s-80s, giving it plenty of chances to escape cultivation. Once established, it
out-competes native plants for light: it's one of the first shrubs to leaf out in spring and one of the last
to lose its leaves in fall, building a dense canopy that shades everything beneath it. It also releases a
chemical into the soil that suppresses the growth of nearby plants, giving itself an even bigger edge.

That combination makes Bush Honeysuckle one of the most aggressive invasive plants in Missouri's

forests and woodlands. It's less of an issue right along the Missouri River itself, though - frequent
flooding in the floodplain keeps it from getting the same foothold it has upland.
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